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Real Wedding: Caroline Gammill & Nathan Rothstein
Draw inspiration from their stylish celebration.

By Andrea Timpano |  Boston Weddings |  Fall/Winter 2017

December 31, 2016 

Museum of Fine Arts 

Boston, Massachusetts

THE BRIDE AND GROOM TOOK PRE-CEREMONY PHOTOS IN THE MUSEUM’S LINDE FAMILY WING FOR CONTEMPORARY ART. / PHOTOGRAPH BY LISA RIGBY PHOTOGRAPHY

THE STORY

Sometimes the greatest love stories start with friendship. So it was for Bay State natives Caroline Gammill and Nathan Rothstein, who met while they were living

and working in New Orleans in the years following Hurricane Katrina. “We bumped into each other three days in a row, first at the local library, then at a

playground build, and then again at some nerdy candidate forum,” Caroline says with a laugh. “After that, we were like, ‘I guess we should be pals.’” And pals
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they remained for nearly a decade before they decided to take their relationship to the next level, having both moved back to Massachusetts around the same

time. At Nathan’s suggestion, they met for drinks on New Year’s Eve and, as Caroline says, “have been together ever since.”

When it eventually came time to plan their wedding, the Back Bay couple envisioned an elegant affair with great food, top-notch entertainment, and—most

important—plenty of room for their 300-plus guests. Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, just a short distance from their home, checked all the boxes. “It’s a totally

beautiful space,” Caroline says. “And we liked that we could do the ceremony and reception in the same spot.”

Exactly three years after that fateful first date, the couple said their “I do”s in the museum’s Linde gallery before rejoining guests in the Shapiro Family

Courtyard to ring in the new year with dinner, dancing, and, of course, a countdown. “It was amazing to be on the dance floor together at midnight!” Nathan

says.

THE DETAILS
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Photographer Lisa Rigby captured the couple’s first look at the top of the museum’s grand staircase.
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The jewel-toned floral arrangements included blooms such as scabiosa and ranunculus.
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Guests mingled during cocktail hour, hosted in the museum’s mural-adorned Shapiro Rotunda.
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Co-officiated by a rabbi and a reverend, the couple’s ceremony featured readings and blessings from both the Jewish and Episcopalian faiths.
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Nathan surprised guests—and Caroline—when he slipped off his chair during the celebratory hora. “I had a heart attack, but then he got back up,” she says.

“After, everyone was like, ‘I’ve never seen that happen before!’”
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Whipped up by Rockport-based Mayflour Cake + Confections, the flower-topped chocolate wedding cake featured a mocha buttercream filling and

champagne buttercream icing.
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At the end of the night, the couple toasted guests—and the new year—with iced sugar cookies in the shape of champagne bottles.
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